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The Prophecies         Came True
Erasmus Darwin Looking Forward in 1792
SOON shall thy arm* Unconquered Steam, afar
Drag the slow barge, or drive the rapid car;
Or on the wide-waving wings expanded bear
The flying-chariot through the fields of air.
Fair crews triumphant, leaning from above,
Shall wave their fluttering kerchiefs as they move ;
Or warrior-bands alarm the gaping crowd,
And armies shrink beneath the shadowy cloud.
From ike Botanic Garden
Tennyson Looking Forward in 1S42
MEN, my brothers, men the workers, ever reaping something new :
That which they have done but earnest of the things that they
shall do :
For I dipt into the future^ far as human eye could see.
Saw the vision of the world and all the wonder that would be ;
Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails*
Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bales;
Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rained a ghastly dew
From the nations* airy navies, grappling in the central blue ;
Far along the world-wide whisper of the south-wind rushing warm,
With the standards of the people plunging through the thunder-
storm ;
Till the war drums throbbed no longer and the battle-flags were
furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.
There the common sense of most shall hold a fretful realm in awef
And the kindly earth shall slumber, iapt in universal law.
From Locksley HaU
Four Things Small and Wise
npHEKE be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are
JL   exceeding wise:
The ants are a people not strong yet they prepare tJwir meat in the
summer ;
Tke conies are but a feeble folk, yet make then their houses in
the rocks ;
The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;
The spider taketh hold with her hand$f and is in kings* palaces*
Solomon